
Upcoming Events: 

May 26: 

Board of Education Meeting - 

Ed Center 

May 28: 

Unused Emergency Day - 

Schools Closed 

May 31: 

Memorial Day - Schools Closed 

June 4: 

RHS Senior Prom 

June 10: 

Senior Awards Ceremony  

June 22: 

School Closing Day - Minimum 

Day; RHS Graduation  

June 23: 

Professional Development Day  

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE 

May 14, 2021 

Support RHS Athletics 

Spring sports are here! Please 
continue to check the calendar 

below for detailed schedules and 
last minute schedule changes. 

RHS Athletics Calendar 

 

 

RHS Principal Jeff Nyhuis 

The Ridgewood Board of Education approved the appoint-
ment of Jeffrey Nyhuis as the new RHS Principal this past 
Monday. A career educator, Mr. Nyhuis has been assistant 
principal at the high school since 2008 and has most re-
cently assumed the role of acting co-principal. Mr. Nyhuis 
will step into his new role beginning July 1, 2021. 

Throughout his twenty-five year career in the district, Mr. 
Nyhuis has demonstrated a student-focused approach to 
teaching practices, programming, curriculum develop-
ment, and school wide initiatives. His strong relationships 
with students, staff, and parents have built an environ-
ment of mutual respect and trust. He is deeply committed 
to establishing a positive school culture where all students 
are represented and have the opportunity to thrive. 
  
“In September of 1996, I stepped in to RHS for the first 
time to teach mathematics.  Nearly 25 years later, I am 
honored and humbled to accept the role as the next 
Ridgewood High School Principal,” said Mr. Nyhuis. “My 
experience as a teacher, coach, supervisor, and assistant 
principal have served me well, allowing me to forge valua-
ble connections and relationships with so many wonderful 
people. I am so moved by the overwhelming expressions  
of support and looking forward to leading RHS into the 
future. Thank you for this opportunity.” 
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Duffield STEAM Initiative  

Tech entrepreneur Dave Duffield (RHS ‘58), a pioneer 
who helped shape the software industry and founder 
of innovative companies including Workday, Peo-
pleSoft and Ridgeline, is giving back to his high school 
alma mater in support of a substantial STEAM 
(science, technology, engineering, arts and mathe-
matics) Initiative. The Ridgewood High School Alumni 
Association (RHSAA) presented the Board of Educa-
tion with a $635,000 gift from the Dave & Cheryl 
Duffield Foundation on May 10, 2021. This grant, 
which is the result of the development efforts of the 
RHSAA, is the largest, single donation awarded to 
Ridgewood High School in the district’s history. 
 
The Duffield STEAM Initiative encompasses three 
state-of-the-art renovations and enhancements to 
RHS to support the growing needs of its robust curric-
ular program. The Innovation and Makerspace Lab 
will be upgraded and expanded with the latest tech-
nology and equipment to support this increasingly 
important area of study. The RHS Media Lab will now 
have a new Digital TV Studio with leading-edge audio 
and visual equipment, giving students access to high-
tech systems used by the industry. And finally, the 
Culinary Arts Lab will undergo modernization with 
new cooking stations, commercial grade work tables, 
appliances and equipment.  
 
“We are proud to be able to give back to my alma 
mater, Ridgewood High School,” said Dave Duffield. 
“We hope that the Duffield STEAM Initiative helps to 
inspire students to become the next generation of 
leaders in the world of Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, Arts and Mathematics.”   

 

http://www.ridgewoodathletics.com/main/calendar
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QUOTE TO REMEMBER... 

“Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much.” - Helen Keller 

RIDGEWOOD HIGH SCHOOL  

Website: https://rhs.ridgewood.k12.nj.us/ 

 

Catching Up with  

Ridgewood High School 

 

The following RHS juniors were selected by the AM 

Ridgewood Rotary to represent Project Interact at the 

Virtual Rotary Youth Leadership Award Conference this 

summer. Congratulations to Jonathan Lai, Isabella 

Harelick, Mayuna Homma, and Andreas Pelekis.   

Ridgewood's School Resource Officer, Sean Amoruso, 

visited several RHS Driver Education classes to discuss a 

number of different topics including acci-

dent procedures, traffic stops, the move over law and 

impaired driving.  

RHS Class of 2021 Banners 

Thank you to the Ridgewood High School 
Alumni Association (RHSAA) trustees, 
friends and family members as well as Su-
perintendent Dr. Tom Gorman (RHS ‘87), 
Bergen County Commissioner and former 
Mayer Ramon Hache (RHS ‘91) and RHS 
Acting Principal, Jeff Nyhuis, for coming to-
gether to hang 436 maroon and white ban-
ners in honor of our seniors. 

https://rhs.ridgewood.k12.nj.us/
http://www.rhshightimes.com/
https://twitter.com/RidgewoodHS
http://www.facebook.com/hs.ridgewood
https://www.instagram.com/ridgewoodhs/
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RIDGEWOOD HIGH SCHOOL  

Website: https://rhs.ridgewood.k12.nj.us/ 

 

Catching Up with  

Ridgewood High School 

This year, Ms. Pollitt and Mr. McDonald partnered the 
Global Classroom Club with Ms. Chamesian's Global Issues 
elective course. Due to travel restrictions, students could 
not attend the annual two-week conference; however, 
Germany hosted a virtual conference with the theme 
"Crisis Causes Change." Ridgewood students first created 
an introductory video about their school. They then se-
lected one national issue and identified the steps taken to 
create change. Over several weeks, students participated 
in a pen pal exchange, engaged in ice-breaker activities, 
and watched videos from other students in Germany, 
Spain, the Czech Republic, Australia, the Shetland Islands, 
and South Africa. Ultimately, they collaborated in interna-
tional groups to research and present on a global issue 
(e.g., gender inequality, pollution, etc.). On Saturday, May 
1, all participants shared their findings.  

RHS Spanish 

Students from Sra. Cuellar’s Level 5AP 
& Sra. Rotella’s Level 3H courses re-
cently participated in the National 
Spanish Exam offered by the American 
Association of Teachers of Spanish & 
Portuguese. Approximately 150,000 
students across the nation and 4,500 
in New Jersey participated. Thirty-five 
students at Ridgewood High School achieved either Gold, 
Silver, Bronze or Honorable Mention national status. Spe-
cial congratulations to Julianne Flusche and Chelsea Byun 
for placing in the top 3 in the State of New Jersey for their 
respective exams.  

RHS Project Interact 

Project Interact sophomores Anna Beiersdorf, Emily Sosa, Sunny Rhew and 
Claire Chung along with Support Our Troops leaders juniors Matt Rusch and 
Phil Williams joined American Legion Post 53 Commander Bob Paoli by plac-
ing flags by Veterans headstones.  Congressman Josh Gottheimer joined the 
volunteers to place flags and spoke at the ceremony saying “there is no com-
mitment more sacred than the one our nation owes to their memory and to 
their loved ones.”  

RHS Chemistry 

This was the first in-person lab for Dr. Labowsky’s chemistry class since last 

March. Her chemistry hon-

ors class is studying Acids 

and Bases. Click on the link 

below to watch RHS soph-

omore Harin Jeong’s Edi-

ble Acids and Bases Indica-

tor submission. 

Harin Jeong’s pH Lab  

https://rhs.ridgewood.k12.nj.us/
http://www.rhshightimes.com/
https://twitter.com/RidgewoodHS
http://www.facebook.com/hs.ridgewood
https://www.instagram.com/ridgewoodhs/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kqH6gG6Dw6NDoUlCxodYFTQVVp415Gov/view
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RHS Class of 2021 
In an effort to highlight and honor the RHS Class of 2021, we will be featuring their senior portraits in the Weekly moving forward.  

We are very proud of this group of Seniors and hope everyone takes a moment to recognize them as well. 

This year, Ms. Pollitt and Mr. 
McDonald partnered the Global 
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